those affected by conflict, and to consider
how we might be called to be peacemakers
in our daily lives.

That people everywhere will choose to solve differences
with compassion instead of conflict.

Promotion of Peace This month we are asked to think about all
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A Saint for Mission: St. Francis of Assisi

St. Francis of Assisi is many things: the patron saint of animals, the namesake of our current
pope, Pope Francis, and the founder of his own religious order, the Franciscans. He was also a
great champion of peace.

Born to a wealthy family, St. Francis of Assisi decided to give up his money and instead live a life
of poverty in response to God’s call to follow him. In living a life dedicated to God, St. Francis of
Assisi tried to model peace in all his actions. He always began his preaching by praying for the
peace of those gathered. He lived in harmony with God’s creation. He cared for lepers, treating them
with kindness and respect, instead of avoiding them so he didn’t catch their disease. He also encour-
aged peace among his friars, the Poor Clares, a women’s religious order, and the Secular Francis-
cans, an order modeled after his teachings for lay people.

St. Francis of Assisi can help us be promoters of peace, too. We can pray for peace and we can
ask God to help us promote peace in our daily lives. As you think about your family and school, ask St. Francis of Assisi to
help you find ways to bring God’s peace to others. You can also remember St. Francis of Assisi each year on Oct. 4, his
feast day.
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Murad Subay with one of his wall paintings

Yemeni Artist Promotes Peaceful Graffiti: click Heres>>

1. Have you ever seen graffiti with a negative message? How did it make you feel?

Have you seen beautiful and colorful murals and art? How did they make you feel?

By covering up graffiti, Murad Subay was able to help people think about peace.

Why do you think that worked? Would you have listened to his call to paint over the graffiti?

4. What can you do in your life to cover over angry, hurtful messages (gossiping, bullying,

{ Moral Formation }

emails, etc) with positive, compassionate messages?

Mission Petitions

SLet us pray for the grace to see every human being as a child of God,
regardless of race, language or culture

Dear Lord,

Make me an instrument of your peace: where

=i Let us pray that all countries may become places of peace there is hatred, let me sow love; where there is

=i Let us pray that the global human family may work together to protect injury, pardon; where there is doubt, faith; where

those who are most vulnerable and in need there is despair, hope; where there is darkness,
=FLet us pray for government leaders worldwide, that they may light; where there is sadness, joy. Amen.

work for an end to violence and war
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ElPuqSu6ttw

