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Kitui Partnership Delegate Application
Partnership of the Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minneapolis and the Diocese of Kitui, Kenya
Archdiocesan Delegation Visit January 10-24, 2027
All applicants must be 21 years of age or older.
Encountering the African Church in mutuality and solidarity


Name (as it appears on passport):__________________________________________________________
Street Address:____________________________________________________________________________ 
City:_________________________ 		State:_________		Zip:__________________
Birth Date ______________      __Male __Female   Parish_______________________ City__________
Best Phone: _______________________________ E-mail:________________________________________
Passport Number:_____________________________	Expiration Date:_______________________
Issuing Country (if different than U.S.):_____________________________________________________
Passenger Nationality (if different than U.S.):________________________________________________



Please answer the following questions. Use the back of pages, or attach sheets, if necessary.

1. Tell us about yourself: your personal history, your family, hobbies, etc.










2. Tell us about your education, specialized training, occupation/profession, specialized skills/talents/interests.  










3. How do you express your faith in your daily life? Describe your involvement in your parish, or other pertinent activities.












4. How did you hear about the Kitui Partnership? Describe your involvement to date with the Kitui Partnership.











5. Why are you interested in participating in this delegation visit? What are your personal hopes, expectations, or objectives for the trip?












6. Do you have any cross-cultural experience within or outside the USA? If yes, explain.









7. Describe any overseas travel experiences you have had, particularly trips to economically vulnerable countries. 










8. What do you hope to bring back to tell friends, family, and your parish upon your return?




























Continued on next page










Delegates represent the Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minneapolis in its partnership with the Diocese of Kitui. This is a life-changing encounter, and our expectation is that you will continue to share this experience after you return home. Therefore, all delegates are asked to serve on an action team for two years after their trip. The following questions will help us determine how you can best use your gifts to further the goals of the partnership. If you feel you need additional information about the partnership to answer these questions, please contact Janine Ricker at 651.291.4504.










1. Upon your return, how do you see yourself furthering the relationship/partnership between the Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minneapolis and the Diocese of Kitui? 












2. The Kitui Partnership has 5 main Action Teams. Please number your areas of interest, #1 being your first choice.
__Building Relationships (responsible for development of ‘full person’ relationships with our partner.   
Facilitates relationships between groups: youth-youth, women-women, etc.; oversees school-to-school partnerships)
__Strengthening Faith (responsible for providing opportunities for partners to deepen their faith  
     through mutual prayer, faith sharing and cross-cultural liturgical expression)
__Sharing Resources (responsible for the coordination of projects and activities that  
       facilitate the beneficial exchange of financial and cultural assets)
__Delegation Sending/Receiving Team (responsible for planning and organizing Minnesota   
     activities for delegation exchanges and small group visits or guests)
__Outreach & Communications (responsible for the development and dissemination of 
     educational, promotional and cultural information to archdiocesan parochial and public entities) 

3. If chosen as a delegate, would you be able to commit to becoming an Action Team member for a two-year term beginning in 2027?  (Teams meet about 6 times a year; some do meetings by phone conference calls) _____________ 

4. How many hours per month could you commit to partnership work either at the Action Team level or at your parish?   _________


5. Do you have any health concerns or special needs? ___Yes   ___No
Explain.



6. This trip will require multiple long-haul international flights, a significant amount of walking on uneven terrain and often long rides in a crowded vehicle. The climatic environment is dry, hot (80’s and 90’s), and dusty. Are there any aspects of your physical health that would be of concern regarding these or other similarly challenging physical situations? 













7. Are you aware of anything in your background that could potentially cause a problem getting a passport or clearing immigration/customs at the airport?  ___Yes ___No
     
8. Cost of the delegation trip is estimated at $3,500, which includes all transportation and lodging costs, most meals, and a visit to a game park. Will you need assistance with ideas for funding this trip? __Yes __No



REFERENCES
List references: 1 parish staff member and 2 ministry acquaintances.
		
Name			Relationship		         Phone            Known how long?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________


Please return the application form and a $200 deposit by June 26, 2026 to:

Kitui Delegation Application
Center for Mission
777 Forest St.
St. Paul, MN 55106

If possible, please also e-mail an electronic version of your responses
to Janine Ricker at rickerj@archspm.org. 

Delegates will be notified as soon as possible of their application status. The deposit from delegates whose applications are accepted becomes non-refundable on March 2, 2026, and will be applied to the cost of the trip. All other deposits will be refunded. Travel insurance and all vaccinations necessary for entry to the Republic of Kenya will be required. Final trip cost will not be determined until after airline tickets are booked. As of April 15, 2026, flights averaged around $1,500. To lock in your price please return your completed application and deposit as soon as possible. Please note that waiting to turn in your application, even if it is still before the June 26 deadline, could result in an increase in the cost of your trip.    

Note: There will be a series of four orientation meetings (approximately one per month) beginning in August 2026, to prepare for this trip so that delegates may represent well the archdiocese and the partnership. Delegates are expected to participate in all orientation sessions. The dates for these sessions will be determined with input from the delegates.

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS OR NEED TO REVISE OR WITHDRAW YOUR APPLICATION AFTER SUBMISSION, PLEASE CONTACT Janine Ricker at 651.291.4504 or rickerj@archspm.org.



I understand that the Center For Mission reserves the right to accept or reject any applicant, and may, in its sole discretion, also limit or remove participants. As a delegate I agree to purchase and provide proof of travel insurance and comply with all entry regulations, including vaccination requirements, to the Republic of Kenya. I also agree to serve on an action team, or otherwise promote the goals of the partnership, for at least two years beginning January 30, 2027. I understand that a signed Risk and Release Agreement and attendance at all orientation meetings is required as a prerequisite to travel, and failure to sign the Risk and Release Agreement, or the falsification of any information on this application will immediately disqualify me from participation. Any payments made for travel are non-refundable under these circumstances. By my signature, I acknowledge that I have read and agree to all policies and requirements for travel contained herein.



___________________________________________________________	
Printed Nam


___________________________________________________________
Signature


___________________________________________________________
Date 


Revised April 2026

